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SU3JECT: TKIEU'S PRESS CONFERENCE OCTOBER 19 


1« IF WE SEPARATE OUT THIEU* S ACTUAL WORDS FROM THE 
INTERLARDED EXPLANATIONS AND INTERPRETATIONS OF THE 
PRESS CONFERENCE, THERE IS NOT REALLY MUCH ONE CAN 1 
TION TO. THIEU SAID; 


WIRE SERVICE 
VUNG TAU 

axe excep- 


A. THERE HAD BEEN .NO BREAKTHROUGH. 


B. THEY WOULD NOT RECOGNIZE THE NLF OR NEGOTIATE WITH THEM AS AN 
ENTITY OR GOVERNMENT. 


C. THEY HAD NO OBJECTIONS TO THE NLF BEING INCLUDED IN THE HANOI 
DELEGATION. 


D. THE U. S. CONSULTS THEM, BUT SAIGON DIDN'T NECESSARILY KNOW 
EVERYTHING. 

E. THE ONLY OBSTACLE TO PROGRESS IN THE PROPOSED BOMBING HALT IS 
HANOI, NOT SAIGON. 

F. HANOI HAS TO TALK DIRECTLY WITH THE GVN, AND WHILE SAIGON 
DOES NOT RECOGNIZE HANOI THEY WOULD LIKE TO TALK WITH HANOI, 
WHICH IS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE WAR OF AGGRESSION. 

2. THIEU DECLINED TO ANSWER QUESTIONS ABOUT THE MEETINGS WITH 
AMBASSADOR BUNKER, AND HE REFUSED TO SAY WHETHER THERE WAS 
AGREEMENT OR DISAGREEMENT. 
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;3. WHILE WE WERE AMNOTED BY OUR- FIRST REPORTS OF HIS PRESS 
CONFERENCE, AND WOULD HAVE PREFERRED THERE BE'NO CONFERuNCE 
AT ALL, OUR IRRITATION WAS LARGELY DUE TO THE INTERPRETATIVE 
PARAGRAPHS OF THE WIRE SERVICES RATHER THAN TO THIEU’S OWN 
. REMA/RfcSo THEY WERE DESIGNED MAINLY FOR LOCAL CONSUMPTION, 

AND WERE NOT DUE TO ANY FUNDAMENTAL DIFFERENCES OF PRINCIPLE. 
BETWEEN US. .. 

4. OBVIOUSLY WHAT IS IRRITATING IS THAT WHOLE OF THE SUBJECT 
‘SHOULD BE AIRED AT A TIME WHEN WE ARE TRYING TO KEEP IT VERY 
QUIET. Th’IEU IS ALSO GOING ON THE RADIO TONIGHT AROUND 8sS2 
PM, SAIGON TIME. BUNKER 
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